
What is the best way to laugh out loud, while discovering the world from a 
brand-new perspective? By eavesdropping on children’s conversations - that 
captivating mix of absurd yet brilliant insights.
“Lupo and Tumba” is a book inspired by children’s fascinating lateral thinking and 
ingenious logic. The palette of 40 short dialogues between two hairy friends – 
the long-nosed dog Lupo and the naughty ennot Tumba – will amuse both kids 
and adults with unexpected views and startling revelations.

If you ask Tumba why we yawn at night, he would tell you that the sleep was 
peeking to check if we had brushed our teeth. And if you ask Lupo why the fish 
in the lake never says anything, he would confidently answer:” Well, who would 
like all this water in your mouth when you talk?” 

The mini stories are easy to read, infusing laughter and wisdom in a variety of 
topics: the beauty of the world, the troubles, the yummy treats, the friendship, 
the dreams etc. Echoing the absurdly funny and minimalistic spirit of “Heart and 
Brain” and “The Peanut Family” and the lyrical laconism of “Open House for 
Butterflies” by Ruth Krauss.

“Lupo and Tumba” is a book about the most important topic of the day: the 
long-forgotten art of conversation and the pursuit of a different, albeit 
sometimes absurd, point of view. Daring and wild, as children themselves, the 
book is the author’s homage to her favorite book “From Two to Five” by Korney 
Chukovsky.
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- Get Up, Tumba, enough sleeping!

- I’m not sleeping, Lupi, just eavesdropping 
on the pillow.
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- There was a little jam at the bottom of that jar, 
Tumba, and now it’s gone!

- Oh yes, it’s gone because I saved it, Lupi. When 
someone hits the bottom, you need to help them 
climb out of it.
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- It’s weird how all the fish in the lake never say 
anything. 

- Well, who would like all this water in your mouth 
when you talk?



- Tumba, why is this pirate patch on your ear? It 
should be on your eye.

- It’s on my ear, because I’m a pirate who doesn’t 
want to hear what a pirate is supposed to be.
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- Hey Lupi, why are carrots so good for you?

- Because when you are in a bad mood, you can 
crunch them so loudly that you don’t hear the 
dark thoughts in your head.

- Yeay! I found a four-leaf clover!

- How did you see it, Tumba?

- The green colour calms the eyes. And when you are 
calm, you have a better chance of spotting your luck!

10 11



- I’m doing an exhibition, Lupi.

- Of windows?

- Why not? You can see sights through them just like 
paintings.

- But then, Tumba, it looks like everyone that has  
windows, is an artist?

- Yes, if you look through them often enough.

Tumba has taken down 
some of the windows in 
the den and arranged 
them nicely on the lawn, 
admiring his work. 
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- Tumba, why do you always build the snowman 
in this corner of the garden?

- That’s where we plant the carrots, Lupi.

- So?

- Well, when the snowman melts, he waters the 
garden, which then grows very good carrots. 
He has to do his part to deserve a nose next 
year, right?
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- You know, Tumba, when it is night time in  
the northern hemisphere and we all sleep, it  
is a daytime in the southern one and  
everyone’s awake.

- Maybe there aren’t enough dreams for  
everyone so we need to take turns, Lupi?
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- I wonder why we always yawn before we go to bed. - The sleep is peeking to check if we had brushed our 
teeth, Tumba.






